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U of O Founding Story:
The idea for the University of Orange grew out of celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the fight for school desegregation in Orange.  
Mission:
The University of Orange is dedicated to helping citizens understand how Orange, NJ can be the urban village of the 21st century, a just and beautiful city.  This is carried out through community development, civic engagement, and lifelong learning. We believe that everyone has something to teach and everyone has something to learn.  Therefore, everyone can be a student and everyone can be a teacher.  A diploma from the University of Orange shows that you care about making the world a better place.  
Graduation requirements:

To graduate all students must complete the six U of O requirements:

· Vote

· Volunteer

· Attend a City Meeting 

· Have fun with your neighbor

· 2 other U of O courses of your choice

Upon completing the requirements, students attend U of O Junteenth Graduation (June 19th or thereabouts) and receive their Bachelors of Freedom (Be Free Degree).  We teach that we must practice good citizenship every year, so we encourage students to graduate every year.  Every student receives a U of O passport to track their progress towards completing the graduation requirements.  U of O recognizes students who go above and beyond the basic requirements by completing a major project or doing significant work in their community to help others by awarding advanced degrees, the M Free and the Free D.  In addition, we celebrate the accomplishments of outstanding citizens by awarding them honorary doctorates.  To date, the University of Orange has awarded honorary doctorates to: Councilman Ben Jones, Ms. Maggie Thompson, Ms. Mary White, Ms. Ruth Tanaka, Dr. Charles Steiner, and Ms. Willa Cofield.
Certificate Programs:
U of O offers an Urbanism Certificate Program for students to learn about different aspects of urbanism, such as the Elements of Urban Restoration and Youth Urbanism.  
Annual Events:
U of O’s signature annual events are: Placemaking and Juneteenth Graduation

Accomplishments:

· 75 graduates in 3 years

· Completed the neighborhood plan for the Heart of Orange in partnership with HANDS Inc., which has now been approved by the NJ Department of Community Affairs

· Has offered more than 30 free, volunteer-led classes since its start in 2007

· Had 19 students participate in our first Urbanism Certificate Program
The University of Orange is a nonprofit, 501(c)3 organization.
