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University of Orangeds 3rd annual Pl acemaki ng
do you create public spaces that are vibrant, people-friendly, and livable? How do you

change the public spaces that already exist so that people actually want to use them?

The goal of Placemaking 3 was to show some examples of how this could be done.

Using the Rahway River, Tony Galento Plaza (with Battle of the Benches), and a tree
planting in Orange Park, Placemaking participants showed how public spaces can eas-

ily be transformed with some creativity and hard work. The following report is an ac-

count of Placemaking 3 and what we learned about how we can work together to
improve our shared public spaces.

PUBLIC SPACE:
What Goes Here?

Orange Train Station
and Tony Galento Plaza

Friday April 8th

Tree planting
We began Placemaking 3: the River the Bench and the Tree with a tree planting in Or-

ange Park. We planted a Kwanzan cherry tree in dedication to our beloved colleague
and friend Kelli Copeland. Kelli passed away suddenly this winter and she is greatly
missed. At the tree planting dedication many people spoke of how they cherished the
time they had spent with her. We hope our cherry tree will bring beauty and grace to
Orange Park as Kelli brought so much beauty and grace to our lives. The University of
Orange pledges to continue to plant trees in honor of loved ones lost in the City of
Orange.




Presidentds reception

The tree planting was followed by a reception at the Harmony Bar featuring classic

tunes from the jukebox and wonderful West Indian barbecue from the neighboring res-

taurant The Pit. We were all happy to wish Diego a happy birthday as he began his

guest for the hidden treasur e.-Collere gonésf mot her
our 2011 University of Orange urbanists-in-residence. The intrepid pair traveled to Or-

ange from the Washington Heights neighborhood of New York City.

Dr. Hernandez-Cordero created a map to hidden treasure for Diego to follow during his

adventures in Orange. The map included a river, a bench and the tree. The treasure

was ultimately to be found underneath the winning bench.

Saturday April 9th

Placemaking workshops were held at the Family Success Center at 170 Scotland

Road. As gQguests arrived they signed in and th
the U of O pledge and get their passports. Mindy Fullilove, president of the board of

uofo opened the morning by sharing some of the history of U of O. We were joined by

many of her students from the Urbanism and the Built Environment Program at the

Mailman School of public Health at Columbia University.

Harmony in the City
Urbanist-in-Residence Lourdes Hernandez-Cordero opened the morning with a pres-

entation entitled AHarmony in the City. o0 She
the same as a fACity in Harmony. 0 I't i s more
throughout a city than to have a whole city in harmony all at once- this is actually very

unl i kely and not necessary. We discussed wha

plex interpersonal episode when there is more than one person involved. There can

be disagreement, different opinions, compromise, different ideas, and this can lead to

growth and building. The musical definition of Harmonization can help in resolving real

life, non-mu si c al Aisituationso AHar moni zati on occ
tense and relaxed moments. o0 The group discus
and creating maximum benefits from relaxed ones. When you hear music, you hear

everything at the same time because you listen, concentrate, actively question, and

focus. APl acemakingd i s one way to bring har
ates a shared vision. Lourdes asked, AHow c
City?0 One answer was that when done right, P



Lourdes then posed the question: What is Orange? What do you see here?
Answers ranged from needing better lunch spots-but not Montclair-ish ones; discussing

what AMoshol memans and how that is different f
Donuts is a community spot- moms gather, people pull tables together, etc
I n conclusion, fAHarmony in the Cityo means pr

things in perspective, figuring out what the non-negotiables are, finding common ground,
and not reacting out of anger.

Great Plaza: Vibrant City by Tim Delorm

Urbanist-in-Residence Tim Delorm gave a presentation entitled, "Great Plaza, Vibrant
City." He explained why plazas are essential to cities. He showed slides of plazas from
all over the world. Tim said plazas are both timeless and timely. In any city there will be
a town square or a village green. Tim explained that Design is people- it will bring peo-
ple together (if it is good design). He reviewed elements of successful plazas and told
stories from his own experience design plazas as a landscape architect. Plazas are low

cost but high impact, a place for peopl ebs en
interaction, cultural events, and celebration, and they make downtowns livable and vi-
brant. Ti mbs presentation included the follo

How to Tell a Plaza is Successful A Plaza tiene exito si:

1. People engage in different activities

1. La gente se envuelve en actividades variadas

2. There is cultural, age and gender balance 2. Hay equilibrio en cuantro a la edad, cultura

3. Groups & individuals enjoy the plaza y el genero de los usuarios

4. There are few unused areas 3. Tanto grupos como personas solas

5. Enjoyed all day & year disfrutan de la plaza

6. People adopt, advocate for & love the place {&& 4. Hay pocas areas que no se utilizan

7. People feel safe 5. Usada a toda hora del dia y a traves de todo

el ano

6. La genta adopta, aboga por y ama el lugar
7. La gente se siente segura

Kev Attributes of a Successful Plaza
1. Located at Heart of City
2. Stitched into the City
3. Unique Image & ldentity
4, Attraction Filled
5. Public Amenities Provided

El exito de la Plaza se debe a lo siguiente:

1. Situada en el corazon de la Ciudad
2. Parte integral de la Ciudad
3. Imagen e indentidad unicas
4. Lleno de atracciones y cosas que hacer

5. Servicios publicos disponibles
6. Supports Diverse Events 6. Apropiado para diferentes tipos de eventos
7. Year Round Events Calendar
8. Accessible to All
9. A Square within a Square
10.Well Managed

11. Diverse Funding Sources

7. Calendario de eventos a traves de todo el ano
8. Accessible de todos
9. Una plaza dentro de una plaza
10. Bien administrado
11. Fundos diversificados

12. Phased Implementation 12. Implementacion gradual



Breakout Workshops

1. Youth Urbanism and Tony Galento Plaza

Led by Tim Delorm, Khemani Gibson, and Nupur Chaudhury

First Khemani and Nupur explained the principles of Youth Urbansim and presented

the University of Orange January Term poster. Then Tim Delrom asked the group a

series of questions about what make a successful plaza at Tony Galento Plaza and

what would make it a great space for youth. Some answers were:

-better signage

-food

-use the closed station building

-coffee and news

-trees, shade

-amenities

-benches

-downtown directory

-space to do other things

-Utilize Orangeb6s uniqgue image and identity tc
-Orange is the birthplace of the record- a DJ festival?
-Edison-invention-could we do something with this?
-Orange could be the Halloween capitol
-an Orange Festival

2. Rent Control

Led by Michele Racioppi and Zach Greco

We discussed if there is or is not currently a need for more rent control in the city of Or-
ange. There is currently a rent leveling ordinance, but does it need to be changed? In
what way? Donna, a current Orange resident and also a former Bloomfield resident,
expressed her concern that there is definitely a need for it and a desire for it among
residents of the city. We discussed the need for more education and organizing
among tenants in Orange and of among ourselves of the current laws. We brain-
stormed about the best ways to both reach out to tenants and identify leaders. We be-
lieve finding people to lead and organize a tenant's association is a positive step and
that the best way to start reaching out to people is through small group meetings that
are short and concise, ideally about 15-20 minutes.

Before leaving for Battle of the Benches, we posed
for pictures with Orangeds own Tony Gal ento
least a life size replical):




